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Drought Status
As of October 9, 2026

Northeast region is back in Level 2 - Significant 
Drought

Rainfall totals in September ranged from 5 to 12 
inches, with the lowest totals in the northeast.  
Groundwater deficits continue. 

Drought Management Bill - Conference 
Committee is still finalizing the bill; Final report 
expected sometime after mid- October



OARS 2026 Bacteria Report



Billerica 
● Talbot Mills Ecological Restoration Project Conservation Commission NOI continued to November 16th; All 

documents available at:
https://tinyurl.com/TalbotDamRemovalPublic

Based on the analyses presented in this report, the proposed Fordway Bar rock vane grade control is expected 
to maintain existing low and normal water levels upstream of the bar, reduce flood levels, provide effective 
passage for diadromous and resident fish species, and stabilize the riverbed at a natural hydraulic control point. 
No permanent impacts are anticipated to wetland resources or buffer areas, infrastructure, water supply, water 
quality, rare species, cultural resources, EJ communities, aesthetics, or other resources. 

This design brief will be provided to regulatory agencies reviewing the dam removal project to amend permit 
applications or issued permits to incorporate the proposed rock vane aspect of the project.

https://tinyurl.com/TalbotDamRemovalPublic


From Sullivan & Gomez presentation, 9/29/26



Concord
Reimagine MCI Concord - Draft Zoning Changes



Concord
Deaconess - Independent Living Residential Building

Replace 3 existing buildings with one 4-story building

Possible viewshed concerns?

Locus Plan View Elevation View (from river



MWRA Interconnection and Happy Hollow Water 
Treatment Facility - submitted by DCR for construction of new water 

infrastructure in Wayland. The proposed work includes three connection to the 
MWRA water system, construction of a pump station and water treatment facility, 
and replacement of a water main. 

Massachusetts Central Rail Trail - submitted by DCR for the 

construction of a 1.9 miles trail on an RR ROW. Work will be required in LUWW for 
structural modifications to the existing bridge structure over the Sudbury River. 
Work will be limited to removing and replacing portions of existing 12-inch wooden 
supports below the high-water mark which is considered dredge of approximately 3 
cubic yards (CY) of material. No sediment dredging is proposed as part of the 
Project. 

Wayland
Notices of Intent



Sudbury
Mass Central Rail Trail

DCR is proposing a 1.9-mile segment of the MCRT in Wayland 
and Sudbury. The project stretches from the Eversource 
Substation just east of Landham Road in Sudbury to Boston 
Post Road (Route 20) near the intersection with Andrew 
Avenue in Wayland.  Approximately 0.34-miles (1,800 feet) is 
in Sudbury.



Wayland
Sherman’s Bridge 

The Towns of Wayland & Sudbury will begin the Sherman’s Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project on Monday, November 9, 2026.

Full Bridge Closure: Sherman’s Bridge will be fully closed to all 
traffic for the duration of construction. No access across the bridge 
will be permitted. Detour route signage will be in place for the duration 
of the project.

Construction is anticipated to take approximately 12 weeks, with 
substantial completion and the reopening of the bridge anticipated by 
February 1, 2027, weather and conditions permitting. The schedule 
may be adjusted due to unforeseen circumstances.

Please visit the project website for detour routes, project information, 
and construction updates:  
https://sudbury.ma.us/dpw/shermans-bridge/

https://sudbury.ma.us/dpw/shermans-bridge/


Mass Rivers Alliance
River Revels

Who wants to go?

  

Hats

Who wants one?

  



Miscellaneous
Attended
● Assisted with OARS Cleanup day at the Nashoba Brook/Assabet River Confluence and along 

Assabet River, particularly near the railroad bridge and the 7-11 strip mall
● Attended SVT annual meeting
● Reviewed MCI Concord proposed zoning update
● Attended Friends of Pine Hawk presentation by Dr. Curtis Hoffman on indigenous stone 

structures in our area.  FYI - Friends of Pine Hawk are presenting this evening on long-distance 
connections among Native Communities

● Reviewed Talbot Dam NOI - Rock vanes
● Attended Concord Conservation Coffee
● Met with Rob Munro; walked MCI property along the Assabet
● Walked Carol Getchell Trail
● Visited “Shoddy” dam removal site on Fort Pond Brook
● Attended Mass Rivers Alliance Policy Suboup Meeting
● Attended Mass Rivers Alliance Culvert Assessment webinar

 
Administrative
● Obtained hats for reps
● Drove around crossings with  signage to determine need for posts

On the River
● Paddled Concord River from Constitution Park to Talbot Dam
● Trash removal, Map Re-Stocking 
● Researched signs
● Research recent purple loosestrife management activities
● Visited handicapped accessible Muldoon Park in Lowell



Administrative
● Obtained hats for reps
● Drove around river crossings with signage to determine need for posts

On the River
● Paddled Concord River from Constitution Park to Talbot Dam
●

Miscellaneous - Continued



“Shoddy” Dam Park - 53 River St, Acton
Post Dam Removal 

Fort Pond Brook flows into Nashoba Brook 
and then into the Assabet River just above 
Warner’s Pond


