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Drought Status

A Massachusetts Drought Status 1
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Issued April 15, 2026

During the first two weeks of May,
much of the Northeast Region received
only 0.5 to 1.5 inches of rain. Rivers
and streams throughout the region are
running below normal levels, an
indicator that groundwater continues to
shrink.

As outlined in the Massachusetts
Drought Management Plan, a Level 3 —
Critical Drought requires affected
communities to implement a ban on
nonessential outdoor water use.


https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-drought-management-plan/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-drought-management-plan/download

Billerica Updates

Talbot Dam Updates

e Conservation Commission Hearing Continued to 6/8/26

® CRT Development filed Complaint
against HDC in Superior Court on March 12, 2026
o Seeking to annual denied CRT’s application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness, Non-applicability,
or Hardship related to removal of the dam :
e Select Board named town counsel in suit but voted not to expend town funds for attorneys

to defend




Billerica Water Chestnut Removal

Organized by Marlies
Billerica Water Chestnut Pull

May 30 - May 30, 2026

Register to participate here It's a Water Chestnut Pull Party!
Join this free, hands-on event and get down & dirty removing
aquatic invasive vegetation. WHEN: May 30, 10am-12pm
WHERE: Bartlett's Landing, Billerica, MA Details: Invasive water
chestnut (Trapa natans) is a noxious aquatic plant forming dense,
floating mats that choke waterways, displacing native species,
hindering recreation, and reducing oxygen in the river. Control
involves hand-pulling. Come out to help pull water chestnut that
has invaded a Wild & Scenic section of the Concord River. Billerica
Recreation offers free use of their canoes (or BYOBoat) launching

from[...]




Carlisle Route to Sustainability Day

May 3, 2026
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Carlisle Water Chestnut Pull

Organized by Jonathan

Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 9AM

Concord River Water Chestnut Pull

Bedford Boat Ramp



Concord Updates

MCI Concord Charrette - June 9th

® Preliminary Plan show walking trails along river
e Carlene will attend on behalf of RSC

Route 2 Rotary and Baker Avenue Intersection
Re-Design - -
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Warners Pond Update

Elissa required to resign due to
potential violation of State
Ethics Code

TaskiActon em Responsbity SanDats | EndDsie ‘SCHEDULE. YEAR 1
s 2028 Q4 206, 2027 Q1207 @n
November  December  January | Fotruary March Aol | May

§
g

Regui 3
Evaring 7

a Meatn Commitee x X XXX
oating Commitea

i
§
i
xx §
xsg
~ §
i
!
|

Task 1: Populate Project Management Gantt Commitisa
Task 2: Committee Website Development
Task 3: Consultant and Mon2oring Procurement

Pord Management Consutar|
Scopa arc RFP davekoman

Monvtorng Consutant (may be same 3s.
Scopa

Task 4: Stakshoider Outreach Commitise
Cancord Seaut]
Recraation Committe
pariment of Public Works]
‘Camemunity Voluntesr Expartac]
ic Commant 2nc Ras
Pubic Quroach ana Cammunicatr|
NRC Communicator]
Frionds of Warnars Pand
e

onm
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION

Step 1: Review the Comittee Charge

Pond Management Consuitant Activties:

127202026 2montns. [—

Cansutant

Step 3. Addional Data Acquisition (if warranted)

cammita

Commitea

10312025




Lincoln

Fairhaven Bay Dock Y R
e Not yet installed 1 ot / =
® Letter sent to property owner on behalf of RSC /

Violation -
e Board walk along South Great Road
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® Pine Diversity Initiative - Sedge Meadow
e Dudley Pond Water Mgmt Plan

Sherman’s Bridge Town Meeting Warrant Articles -

Petition - Indefinitely Postponed or Not Passed
Second Pedestrian Walkway

Wayland Town Meetlna

Community Preservation Act - Passed
e Heard Farm Tree Preservation

o Save large trees from bittersweet vines

e Heard Pond Herbicide Treatment

o 13-acre South Cove

5-ton Weight Limit

Renegotiate Neighborhood Agreement
20 MPH Speed Limit and other safety improvements
Vehicle Road User Law Improvements



Sherman’s Bridge

Notice of Intent Filed with Wayland and Sudbury
Conservation Commissions
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Framingham

CPA Funding Approved

@ Carol Getchell Trail - Middle Section
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TRAIL INFORMATION:
Welcome to the Carol Getchell Nature Trail!

The Carol Getchell Nature Trail was conceived in the mid-
90's as a trall that follows the west bank of the Sudbury
River. In 2001 it was dedicated to the memory of Carol J.
Getchell, who was the former principal of the Stapleton
School and an early proponent of the trail.

Trails

This nature trail is a single trail that runs north to south
along the west side of the Sudbury River. It takes trail
users through hardpack trai, a boardwalk, and bridges to
enjoy the sights and sounds of the river. There are aiso

Church, the Stapleton School, and the Cameron School.

Points of Interest

On the farthest south end of the trail, users can get onto
Sudbury Landing to view the historic Danforth Bridge. Go
10 the far north end and one can cross the parking area at
Little Farms Road to hook up with a trai that leads to the
Weston Aqueduct. This aqueduct can be accessed to view

TRAIL CLASS DESCRIPTION:

Class 4: Easy, broad, flat trails - 8 feet wide or greater,
<5% slopes

Class 3: Easyimoderate trails - 4 to 8 feet wide, rolling,
<12% slopes

Class 2: Moderate/challenging tralls - 2 to 4 feet wide,
rough, less than 12% slopes

Class 1: Challenging trails - narrow and rough, less than

2 feet wide, <20% slopes

TRAIL USE GUIDELINES

« Al motorized use prohibited.

+ No littering or dumping.

+ Closed from dusk to dawn

« Fires and camping are not permitted.

+ No alcoholic beverages.

+ Do not feed, approach, or touch
wildlife

+  Take personal protection measures
to reduce your exposure to ticks and
mosquito bites.

+  Dogs must be leashed.

+  No hunting permitted at any time.

PARKING INFORMATION:
A large, public parking lot is located at the end of Little
Farms Road. Parking is also available at the parking lot
along Edwards Street near the cemetary.

the scenic Sudbury Oxbow, another one of
conservation parcels.

An excellent canoe launch site is also located at the end
of Little Farms Road, off the parking lot, and is managed
by the Public Access Board.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
For additional information on Framingham Conservation
Commission Trails, or to report problems, please go to
our website at www.framinghamma.gov. Or you can
email, call or visit us at the Conservation Commission
office.

(508) 532-5460 | ConservationCommission@FraminghamMA. gov
150 Concord Steet, Room 213, Framingham, MA 01702
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SuAsCo Roadway Sign Update

A B D H 1 J

1 | SuAsCo Wild and Sc Lincoln Rd - Sherman'’s Bridge

2 City/Town Road River Sign? Condition Date (month/yr) replace
3

4 | Billerica Rte 3 - Eastbound ('South") Concord installed 2017 good 5/26 no
5 Rte 3 - Westbound ('North") Concord installed 2017 lost in 2026 5/26 yes: 1
6

7 | Bedford Nashua Rd (Rte 4?) both directions Concord replaced 2017 both good 5/26 no
8 Carlisle Road Rte 225 Westbound Concord Present Good 5/26

IEll Cariisle | Bedford Rd - Route 225 Eastbound Concord Missing

10

11 Concord Monument St - Northbound Concord

12 Monu;ment St - Southbound Concord

13 Lowell Road - Northbound Concord

14 Lowell Rad - Soutbound Sudbury

15 Nashawtuc Road - Northbound Sudbury

16 Nashawtuc Road - Southbound Sudbury

17 Elm Street - Eastbound Sudbury

18 Elm Street - Westbound Sudbury

19 Main Street @ South Bridge - Eastbound  Sudbury
20 Main Street @ South Bridge - Westbound Sudbury
21 Route 2 - Eastbound Sudbury
- Route 2 - Westbound Sudbury
23 Sudbury Road - Southbound Sudbury
24 Sudbury Road - Northbound Sudbury
25 Rte 2 - Eastbound Assabet Present Good
26 Rte 2 - Westbound Assabet Present Wormn
27 Main St @ W Concord Assabet

S Main St @ Damonmill Assabet
29 Main St@ Damonmill Assabet
30
31 Lincoln S Great Rd - Rte 117 Eastbound Sudbury Present good 5/26 no
32 S Great Rd - Rte 117 Westbound Sudbury Present good 5/26 no
33
34 Wayland Sherman's Bridge Westbound Sudbury Missing 5/26 yes
35 Boston Post Rd - Rte 20 - Eastbound Sudbury present good 5/26 no
36 Rnston Pnst Rd - Rte 20 - Weathniind Sudhiirv nresent anond RI26 nn



Miscellaneous

Attended

MA Rivers Alliance - Partnership W&S Rivers Webinar, Section 7 Training

Concord Conservation Coffee
MCI Concord Land Use Working Group
Warners Pond Management Committee

Administrative Tasks

Prepared and sent out MOUs for Partner Grants
Set up RSC Zoom account

On the River

® Trash removal, Map Re-Stocking
e Checking on aquatic invasives and shoreline activities
® Garlic Mustard removal on Sudbury and Assabet Rivers

Inside Fairhaven Bay Boathouse



